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NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON IN NATIONAL TOP 5 FOR 'BEST OF THE WEB,'
SAYS KAPLAN/NEWSWEEK COLLEGE CATALOG 2002
DAYTON, Ohio- The University of Dayton's Web site has been identified as one of the
top five in the nation in the 2002 Kaplan/Newsweek College Catalog (Simon & Schuster, $25)
released today. Selections in the catalog are based on polls of high school guidance counselors
designed to discover the latest national trends in college selection.
The University was also singled out as a top school for being responsive to individual
student financial aid needs. UD and Ohio Northern University were the only Ohio schools
listed as recommended by the guidance counselors in that category.
"We're very pleased to be recognized by the high school counselor community," said
Chris Munoz, vice president for enrollment management at UD. "We know that the high school
counselor community plays a significant role in guiding students through the college selection
process.
"And the recognition of our Web site is mirrored by the response we have been getting
from prospective students. We've measured the activity of our Web users, and we've seen a 738
percent increase from November 1997 to November 2000. Our applicant pool has grown 50
percent since 1996, and this is the third consecutive year of a wait list for admission. Sixty-one
percent of this fall's class applied online."
Topping the Best of the Web list was California State University-Long Beach, followed
by Penn State at University Park, the University of Texas-Austin, New York University and the
University of Dayton.
The national rank reflects the University's commitment to a technology-enhanced
learning environment, Munoz said. "By providing this highly interactive, service-focused Web
site, we are giving prospective students and their families a taste of what they will experience at
the University of Dayton. It's a distinctive education that makes full use of technological tools
while preserving the community spirit and faculty-student interaction that characterizes UD."
Through the admission Web site, prospective students can create their own microsites,
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tailoring the information to suit their needs and interests. Parents can fill out a form based on
the federal financial aid process to discover how a financial aid package might be shaped
through grants, scholarships, loan and work. A new feature to be added this month will enable
high school guidance counselors to track the status of students who have applied to UD.
In the University's technology-enhanced learning environment, the basic tools of
technology are used by 90 percent of faculty members. Incoming freshmen participate in the
online virtual orientation a full six months before they arrive on campus and can participate in a
prequel to the humanities base of courses. As students, they register for classes online,
participate in the housing lottery online and can even meet with professors during online office
hours. All psychology 101 classes will be taught online this fall.
Students can network with alumni through the Career Service Center, and alumni are
kept up-to-date with a University e-mail newsletter.
The Kaplan/Newsweek recognition joins that of Yahoo! Internet Life magazine, which
named UD the top wired college in Ohio and the most wired Catholic university in the country.
Overall, UD ranked 21st in the Yahoo! survey.
The second annual national high school guidance counselor survey, sponsored by
Kaplan, was conducted by Market Measurement, a national market research firm. The survey
used a random sample of public, private and Catholic high schools in the country, telephone
interviews of high school guidance counselors and data weighting to ensure that the final study
findings accurately reflected the number of high schools in each state. Counselors were also
invited to share insights about the colleges with which they were most familiar.
In addition to the survey, the newly released catalog contains profiles and up-to-date
admission information for more than 1,000 colleges and universities and a wide range of
information on enrollment, academics, student life, admissions, selectivity, finances and
graduates.
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